
My Opinion Writing Checklist
Road Trip

Writing 
Process Learning Goals

Not yet Starting 
to . . .

 Yes!

Find 
information

I can gather information and 
state an opinion.

Write
I can use my notes to write the 
information in complete 
sentences.

Add reason
I can use my information to 
write sentences that include a 
reason to support my opinion.

Write an 
introduction

I can introduce a topic and 
write more to tell what the 
writing will be about.

Write an 
conclusion

I can write a conclusion in a 
sentence or a section that 
reminds my reader of my 
opinion.

Read and 
check again

I can read my writing aloud 
and fix any confusing parts.

Fix capitals, 
spelling, and 
end marks

I can edit my writing by 
checking for errors in 
capitalization, spelling, and 
punctuation (end marks).

Name: ___________________

Date: ____________________



Standard 1 2 3 4 Feedback

W.2.1, W.2.8 
Gather information and state an 
opinion.

W.2.1 
Write an introduction that 
tells what the writing will be 
about.

W.2.1
Include reasons to support the 
opinion.

W.2.1
Use linking words (because, and, 
also) to connect opinions and 
reasons.

W.2.1 
Write a conclusion: sentence or 
section.

W.2.5 
Make necessary changes 
(revising) that makes writing 
more exciting to the reader. 

W.2.5, L.2.1, L.2.2 
Use punctuation at the end of 
sentences, use capitalization 
and spelling as appropriate to 
grade. (editing)

1 = standard not met;  2 = standard partially met;  3 = standard met;  4 = exceeds expectations

2nd Grade Opinion Writing Rubric
Road Trip

              Name: __________________

Date: ____________________



Opinion | Road Trip

Name: _______________________  

Date: ________________________

Directions 
1) Read about each choice.

2) Circle the 2 that you like best. 
3) Think of a reason why for each. 

Explorer Camp

 Camping
Set up a tent, make a 
pretend campfire, and 
get ready for an 
outdoor adventure!

Making Binoculars
Create your own explorer 
binoculars to help 
you spot exciting 
discoveries.

Nature Photos
Use a camera to take
pictures of plants, 
trees, and tiny creatures 
you find outside.

Wildlife Search
Look closely for birds, 
bugs, and animal 
tracks as you explore 
the great outdoors!

      My first choice for Explorer Camp is _____________

because _____________________________

 _________________________________

      My second choice for Explorer Camp is ____________

because _____________________________

 _________________________________

Choice 1

Choice 2



Directions: Imagine you are going to Explorer Camp. Write about the two choices 
you picked and why you picked them. You can come up with more than one reason. 

In your story, remember to
❏ write an introduction
❏ write sentences about what you picked and your reasons why
❏ write a conclusion
❏ edit your writing 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Opinion | Road Trip

Name: _______________________  

Date: ________________________Explorer Camp



If you need more space, continue on a piece of lined paper.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Opinion | Road Trip

Name: _______________________  

Date: ________________________Explorer Camp



Lane should stop in

to see

Name: _________________________  

Date: ____________________ V.I.P.
Stop #1

Opinion | Road Trip

Laneʼs first stop!



Up next...  Lane should stop in

to see

Opinion | Road Trip

Name: _________________________  

Date: ____________________ V.I.P.
Stop #2



Opinion | Road Trip

Last stop!

Name: _________________________  

Date: ____________________ V.I.P.
Stop #3



So many places to see!

Opinion | Road TripConclusion

A trip to remember!

Name: _________________________  

Date: ____________________ V.I.P.
Introduction



Opinion | Road Trip

Staple Staple Staple

Laneʼs Road Trip 
Itinerary

By:



My Opinion Writing Checklist
Road Trip

Writing 
Process Learning Goals

Not yet Starting 
to . . .

 Yes!

Find 
information

I can gather information and 
state an opinion.

Write
I can use my notes to write the 
information in complete 
sentences.

Add reason
I can use my information to 
write sentences that include a 
reason to support my opinion.

Write an 
introduction

I can introduce a topic and 
write more to tell what the 
writing will be about.

Write an 
conclusion

I can write a conclusion in a 
sentence or a section that 
reminds my reader of my 
opinion.

Read and 
check again

I can read my writing aloud 
and fix any confusing parts.

Fix capitals, 
spelling, and 
end marks

I can edit my writing by 
checking for errors in 
capitalization, spelling, and 
punctuation (end marks).

Name: ___________________

Date: ____________________



Standard 1 2 3 4 Feedback

W.2.1, W.2.8 
Gather information and state an 
opinion.

W.2.1 
Write an introduction that 
tells what the writing will be 
about.

W.2.1
Include reasons to support the 
opinion.

W.2.1
Use linking words (because, and, 
also) to connect opinions and 
reasons.

W.2.1 
Write a conclusion: sentence or 
section.

W.2.5 
Make necessary changes 
(revising) that makes writing 
more exciting to the reader. 

W.2.5, L.2.1, L.2.2 
Use punctuation at the end of 
sentences, use capitalization 
and spelling as appropriate to 
grade. (editing)

1 = standard not met;  2 = standard partially met;  3 = standard met;  4 = exceeds expectations

2nd Grade Opinion Writing Rubric
Road Trip

              Name: __________________

Date: ____________________



Opinion | Road Trip

Name: _______________________  

Date: ________________________

Directions 
1) Read about each choice.

2) Circle the 2 that you like best. 
3) Think of a reason why for each. 

Space Camp

      My first choice for Space Camp is_______________

because _____________________________

 _________________________________

Telescope Exploration
Look through a telescope 
and see stars, planets, 
and maybe even a 
faraway galaxy!

Moon Rock Sorting
Examine and sort different 
moon rocks, just like real 
astronauts do.

Build a Rocket
Make your very own rocket 
and learn how it can blast 
off into space.

Astronaut Training
Try fun astronaut exercises 
to see what it’s like 
to move and work 
in space.

      My second choice for Space Camp is______________

because _____________________________

 _________________________________

Choice 1

Choice 2



Directions: Imagine you are going to Space Camp. Write about the two choices you 
picked and why you picked them. You can come up with more than one reason. 

In your story, remember to
❏ write an introduction
❏ write sentences about what you picked and your reasons why
❏ write a conclusion
❏ edit your writing 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Opinion | Road Trip

Name: _______________________  

Date: ________________________Space Camp



If you need more space, continue on a piece of lined paper.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Opinion | Road Trip

Name: _______________________  

Date: ________________________Space Camp


