
Welcome to
Mystery Writing



Let’s get set up!

What’s a join link? It’s a custom link that let’s teachers instantly join 
your organization’s Mystery Writing account.

Don’t have the link? Ask your administrator for the link, or create a 
teacher account at writing.mysteryscience.com. Use your school 
email and select your school/district when creating your account.

✅ Got your laptop?

✅ Click on your organization’s join link:

     [Paste join link here so teachers can see it]

✅ Now you have access and are ready to go!

http://writing.mysteryscience.com


Why use Mystery Writing?

Flexible

Choose the lessons that fit 
your teaching goals 

and schedule.

Easy to Teach

Low-prep lessons with 
clear, step-by-step 

instruction.

Supports Every Writer

Built-in scaffolds help 
students develop skills and 

confidence.



How Mystery Writing grows with students

Kindergarten & 1st Grade
Short, guided lessons build 
foundational writing skills.

2nd Grade - 5th Grade
Genre units teach the writing 
process from start to finish.



Kindergarten - 1st Grade



Kindergarten & 1st Grade Writing

● Short, guided lessons help 
students build foundational 
writing skills.

● Lessons teach one skill at a 
time and progress 
developmentally through the 
school year.



Kindergarten Concepts

Beginning of the Year

● Drawing to Write (5 lessons)

Middle of the Year

● Parts of a Sentence (5 lessons)

End of the Year

● Simple Sentences (Coming Jan ‘27)



Example Lesson: Kindergarten

In This Lesson

● Students learn that labels help 
identify people, places, and 
things. 

● In a writing activity about a 
vet’s office, they match 
animals to the correct rooms 
and practice sounding out and 
writing animal names as 
labels.



1st Grade Concepts

Beginning of the Year

● Sentence Basics (6 lessons)
● Types of Sentences (4 lessons)

Middle of the Year

● Expanding Sentences (4 lessons)

End of the Year (Available Jan ‘27)

● Sentences for Narrative Writing
● Sentences for Opinion Writing
● Sentences for Informative Writing



Example Lesson: 1st Grade

In This Lesson

● In the lesson video, students 
learn that every sentence has 
two parts, a subject and an 
action.

● Next, in the guided activity, 
they practice identifying each 
part by boxing and circling 
them in sentences.



2nd Grade - 5th Grade



3 Types of Lessons

Essential Skill Lessons
30-minute lessons teach key 

skills for stronger writing with a 
guided practice activity.

Writing Prompts
Engaging prompts with 

scaffolds help students build 
stamina and independence.

Genre Units
Step-by-step writing projects 

where students plan, draft, 
revise, and share their writing.



Genre Units (2nd-5th Grade)
Genre units guide students through the writing 
process from start to finish. Students:

● Learn the characteristics of a genre
● Practice key writing skills
● Develop a complete piece of writing
● Share or present their writing in creative ways



Genre Unit Assessment Tools

In each unit, you’ll find…

● A pre-assessment
● A post-assessment
● Rubrics & students checklists



Use the “Print all student 
worksheets” button to print out the 
worksheets for every lesson in a genre 
unit. 

You can find it at the bottom of every 
unit page!

Time-saving Tip!



Essential Skill Lessons

30-minute lessons focused 
on a specific writing skill.

Use them to:
● Introduce a skill
● Reinforce a skill
● Revisit a skill later



Writing Prompts

Writing Prompts

Short writing activities for 
engaging independent practice.

Great for:
● Morning work
● Small groups
● Journal writing



More resources for planning

On the Resources page, you’ll find…

● Standards Alignment Guide
An overview of all lessons and 
standards

● Sample Lesson Sequences
A sample sequence of lessons for 
the first six weeks

https://writing.mysteryscience.com/docs/writing-standards
https://writing.mysteryscience.com/docs/sample-lesson-plans


You’re ready to get started!

Kindergarten & 1st Grade
Choose a 20-minute lesson from 
“Beginning of the Year” to start.

2nd Grade - 5th Grade
Choose a genre (Narrative, Opinion, or 
Informative) and preview the first unit.

.


